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After-school tuition: Is it
worth the cost and time?

By James ChunHan Loi

IN my previous piece, ‘The dark
sideofeducation’,publishedinthis
column last year, I highlighted
that the tutoring in academic
subjects provided by tutors for
financial gain in addition to
mainstream schooling, more
commonly referred to locally as
‘tuition’, is a far bigger industry
than meets the eye.

The engagement of private
supplementary tutoring is a
prevalent practice in many parts
of the world, and it is definitely so
inMalaysiaas well. A nationwide
study in 1991 found that59per cent
of urban students and 28.5 per
centofrural studentsin Malaysia
received supplementary out-of-
school tutoring (tuition).

Fastforward to2011, 88 pericent
of school studentssurveyed inthe
Klang Valley indicated that they
received supplementary tutoring.
Another survey in the same
year found that nearly 64 per
cent of primary school students
in Penang spent an average of
24 hours each week attending
tuition classes.

That would mean that on any

given day in the five-day school
week; a prlmary school pupil
spent about six hours in school,
then another four to five hours
in tuition classes — more than
‘the average daily work hours of
a working adult.

In addition to the time spent,

attending tuition classes isnota .

‘cheap affair. Even back in 1991,
the survey found that an average
household spent RM50 a month
per child on tuition classes, with
some households spending up to
RM#600 a month per child in fees
for tuition classes.

This was in spite of the fact that
23.5 per cent of the households
surveyed professed that they
had difficulties coming up with
the money to pay their children’s
tuition fees. It was further found
that payment of tuition fees
account for up to 20 per cent of
expenditure‘s in some Malaysian
households in 2004/2005.

school students’lives being spent
engagingit, and an equally large
amountofhousehold expenditure
being dedicated to it.

Most Malaysian parents feel
theneed toprovide their childre
with a ‘head-start’ to achieving
good examination results fo
better social and occupationdl
opportunities, which is a majo
selling point used by tutors to
convinceparents(andstudents)to
engage supplementary tutoring.
With all that money and time
spent, the elephant in the roo:
is: is it all worth it?

Supplementary tutoring i
costly, thus it is only naturdl
that it is more easily afforded bj
the rich rather than by the poor.
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can more easily afford better
quality tutoring services such
as one-to-one tutoring, which
is tailored more to the needs of
individual students; while the
poorer families would need to
settle for the mass-produced
forms of tutoring, which may not
be as effective or convenient.
Thus, while we hope to provide
our children with a ‘head-start’
tomove ahead and achieve better
socioeconomicstatusintheirlives,
our currentsocioeconomicstatus
may have already dealt them a

- handicap. The unfortunatefactis

that instead of being a resource
to achieving social equality, the
engagement of supplementary
tutoring by students across all
socioeconomic statuses not just
maintains, but may even widen

" the social gap between classes.

Nonetheless, the question
remains, does supplementary
tutormgbeneﬁtstudents" Studies
conducted in Mauritius, Greece,
Germany and Kenya indicated a
positive impact of supplementary
tutoring upon students’ academic
achievements.

A study done in Ta1pe1 in 2012
found significant positive effects
from supplementary tutoring
on students’ performance in
mathematics, but noted that the
positiveeffectsdecreased withthe |
lengthening of tutoring hours.

In Egypt, researchers could
find no correlations between
students’ part1c1pat10n in
supplementary tutoring and their
academic achievements. Similar
findings were made in England
where researchers oplned that
supplementa y tutormg does
little to benefit the students

receiving the tutoring.
Closer to home, in our
neighbouring country  of
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supplementary tutoring, and

they concluded that having

-supplementary tutoring may

ag:tually be counter-productlve
to the students.

Comlng back to the elephant
in the room, | the unfortunate
fact is that there will never be
a one-size-fit-all solut1on Every
student is unique in some ways,
ach student has his or her own
strengths and weaknesses, and
a‘,ttlmes ,supplementary tutoring

ould be of help to address some

ut not all of those weaknesses.
tthe end ofthe day, each student
dhisorherparents wouldneed
to weigh it out, and decide what

@

- the best is for him or her.
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